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WELCOME TO YOUR
A-LEVEL STUDIES

Art English Lit/ Lang Photography

Biology Geography Physical Education

Business Studies Government and Politics Physics

Chemistry History Psychology

Computer Science Mathematics EPQ: Extended Project Qualification

Economics Modern Languages

“The Sixth Form at Quinton House School is where our students become young adults and establish their
next steps, evolving into confident, well-rounded, passionate individuals who know how to positively
contribute to society. 

The Sixth Form at Quinton provides a clear route to University or the world of work and training. Whatever
your child’s ambition, we will guide and support them in reaching their goals, knowing that there is no
straight line to greatness. 

The choices our students make at A Level do not define them, but begin to shape their future careers. Our
Sixth Form provision is dedicated to nurturing and supporting students, whilst encouraging independent
study and the room to challenge oneself. We expect all Sixth Form students to become part of the school’s
leadership structure, to strengthen the student voice and to offer service across the school. We strongly
believe that our students are a positive force in school life, developing character, empathy, and resilience
during their time with us.”

Mr Thomas Muskin - Headmaster
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OPTIONS



Assessment Structure

EXAM BOARD: AQA

ART AND DESIGN

For further information, please contact our Head of Art & Photography, 

Mrs Bonnie White, bonnie.white@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Aims of the Course
 
Studying Fine Art teaches transferable skills such as research,
problem-solving, project planning, time management, thinking
skills, designing, analysing and evaluating as well as practical
skills. 

Students initially undertake a foundation course to experience
a range of materials, processes and techniques. This will be
followed by a year long sustained Personal investigation into a
study of choice accompanied by a 3000 word essay. 

Students will be expected to research artists, visit galleries and
museums and spend a minimum of 5 hours per week in
addition to lesson time. Time will be spent experimenting and
developing personal ideas, towards creating a final body of
work.
 

Course Requirements
Minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE or a strong portfolio of work. 
A grade 6 in English due to in-depth written analysis and
essay writing
A strong commitment - To research and work
independently is vital.

 

Career Pathway
Graphic designer
Fine art photographer
Fashion designer
Architect 
Art Journalist
Theatre and makeup
Set Designer
Animator
Film and media
Landscape architect
Ceramicist
Art tutor or teacher
Interior designer
Portrait painter 
Art historian
Museum/ gallery curator 
Arts education officer
Display & exhibition organiser
Conservator
Picture restorer
Photo editor
Advertising director
Court artist
Newspaper/book illustrator and more!

 

Curriculum Content
You will develop sketchbooks and art works for each unit
studied, this will help to meet the assessment objectives: 

AO1 Research
AO2 Experiment and develop, refine
AO3 Plan, annotate, reflect
AO4 Final outcomes that link to AO1-AO3

The course is fluid which means we can tailor it to suit your
strengths e.g. Drawing, painting, 3D, textiles , printmaking
photography etc.



BIOLOGY
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims of the Course

Biology students will study the physiology and anatomy
of animals and plants through the topics on cells of the
body, the influence of genetics and the environment.
Biology is fundamentally a experimental subject and is a
stepping stone to future study in medicine, forensics,
zoology. plant pathology and microbiology, just to name
a few.

By studying Biology it will assist to improve upon problem
solving, organisation, research and analytical skills.

Curriculum Content

Biological molecules
Cells
Organisms exchange substances with their
environment
Genetic information, variation and relationships
between organisms
Energy transfers in and between organisms
Organisms respond to changes in their internal and
external environments
Genetics, populations, evolution and ecosystems 
The control of gene expression

Course requirements

At least a grade 6 in GCSE Combined Science award 
or GCSE Biology and Chemistry single science.

For further information, please contact our Head of Science, 

Mrs Priya Panesar, priya.panesar@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Assessment Structure

Career Pathway

Environment 
Working with animals 
Sport and fitness
Medicine and health 
Agricultural engineering
Other STEM careers and more!



BUSINESS STUDIES
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON

Aims of the Course

Business Studies students will learn about dynamic
markets, the role of marketing (including social media
and online retailing), innovation and entrepreneurship.
This leads on to exploring business finance, personnel,
production and the economic uncertainty on businesses
and the competitive market.

Curriculum Content

Strategy
Exploring business decision-making 
Small business survival 
Managing change 
Scenario planning Finally you will explore 
Global business
Investigating overseas markets 
Cultural and social differences 
The impact of multinationals. 

Course Requirements

Due to the high demands for analytical and evaluative
writing, extensive technical content and the advanced
numeracy skills, we strongly recommend students have at
least:

Grade 6 in Maths and 
Grade 6 in English GCSE  
Grade 6 in GCSE Business studies.

 

For further information, please contact our Head of Business Studies, 

Mr Paul Chapman, paul.chapman@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Assessment Structure

Career Pathway
Marketing 
HR 
Law 
Finance - studied alongside mathematics



CHEMISTRY
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims of the Course

Chemistry attempts to answer the big question; ‘What is
the world made of’, and it is the search for the answer that
makes this subject so fascinating.

From investigating how one substance can be changed
drastically into another, to researching a new wonder
drug to save millions of lives, the opportunities that
Chemistry provides are endless. 

Curriculum Content

Physical Chemistry (example modules)
Atomic structure
Bonding
Kinetics
Acids and bases

Inorganic chemistry (example modules)
Periodicity
Properties of period 3 elements and their oxides
Transition metals
Reactions of ions in aqueous solution

 
Organic chemistry (example modules)

Alkanes
Organic analysis
Aldehydes and ketones
Nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy

Course Requirements
At least a grade 6 in GCSE Combined Science award 
or GCSE Biology and Chemistry single science.

 

For further information, please contact our Head of Science, 

Mrs Priya Panesar, priya.panesar@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Assessment Structure

Career Pathway
Medicine
Environmental science
Engineering
Toxicology
Metallurgy
Space exploration
Developing perfumes and cosmetics
Pharmaceuticals
Energy
Teaching
Science writing
Research

 



Aims of the Course

The course develops a student’s ability to think innovatively,
analytically, logically and critically. It not only develops skills in
program development through computational thinking, but
also a student’s ability to write analytically and to consider
moral and ethical implications of technology on society.  

Whilst Computer Science is a specialised subject, the skills
developed through the course are applicable to a wide variety
of higher educational courses, not only in the written skills but
the ability to provide practical solutions to given problems.
Computer Science links to Mathematics.
  
Curriculum Content

Decomposing problems
Pattern recognition
Abstraction followed by algorithm design.
Computational Mathematics; binary and hexadecimal
topics

Course Requirements

Grade 6 at GCSE in Computer Science 
Grade 6 in Mathematics at GCSE. 

Emphasis is placed on encouraging students to develop the
ability to think computationally. Students should be able to
think logically in order to develop a solution to a given problem
both through algorithmic design and program development. 

Career Pathway
Software developer
IT Project Management 
Network engineering 
Game development 
Developers in AI 
Robotics  
Emerging technologies.

EXAM BOARD: OCR
COMPUTER SCIENCE

Assessment Structure 
 

For further information, please contact our Head of Computer Science, 

Mrs Chelsea Austen, chelsea.austen@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Part of the course is assessed through the NEA which is worth
20% of the overall grade. This is an independent
programming project which is aimed as solving a "problem"
that was found. Students will need to record their process of
completing the project in an approved programming
language from OCR.



Assessment Structure 
 Aims of the Course

Economics is an exciting yet challenging subject, opening
the doors to not only the economy but also the political,
business, social and geographical world. It is evident all
around us and is constantly evolving. The study of
economics will allow students to develop their knowledge
and understanding of the global world in both a micro
and macro economy.

Curriculum Content
Introduction to markets and market failure
The UK economy - performance and politics
Business behaviour and the labour market
A global perspective

Course Requirements

We strongly recommend:
Grade 6 in GCSE Maths 
Grade 5 in GCSE English Language

Students do not have to have studied Economics
previously in order to study Economics at A Level. They do
need, however, to be able to use their Maths and
numeracy skills and a calculator and it is essential that
they are able to construct a coherent written argument.

Emphasis is placed on encouraging students to develop
their ability to recognise, define, analyse and evaluate
problems.  

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON 

ECONOMICS

For further information, please contact our Head of Economics, 

Mrs Marialena Wellings,  marialena.wellings@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Career Pathway

Journalism
The civil service
Law 
Research and analysts  
Local and central government



ENGLISH LANGUAGE
AND LITERATURE
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON  EDEXCEL

Aims of the Course

 This course offers a captivating blend of linguistic analysis
and literary exploration that will not only expand
intellectual horizons but also equip students with
invaluable skills for the future.

Through Edexcel A-level English Language and Literature,
students  will delve into the intricate nuances of language,
examining its power to shape narratives, perspectives,
and societies. An in-depth study of a range of different
‘voices’ through a prescribed anthology offers a window
into many diverse genres and modes of writing.

Curriculum Content

Society and the individual
Love and Loss
Encounters
Cross boundaries

Students will study three classic works of literature
including authors such as Shakespeare, Fitzgerald and
Tennessee Williams. The course also includes a Non-
Examined Assessment which allows you to write
independently and creatively, inspired by great writers to
develop your own unique texts.

Course Requirements
Grade 6 in English Language and English Literature
GCSE.
A genuine love of literature and read extensively
outside of the classroom.

Assessment Structure
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For further information, please contact Head of English

Ms Georgina Pearson, georgina.pearson@quintonhouseschool.co.uk



Aims of the Course

As the world becomes more globalised and connected, it
is more important than ever to understand how natural
and human influenced processes shape the planet; for
better for worse.

The study of Geography allows students to evaluate these
processes and research the possible solutions to many of
the world’s current issues, whilst it provides context for
understanding countless cultures and societies across
continents and ecosystems. 

Curriculum Content

The Physical Environment (example modules)
Water and carbon cycles
Hot dessert systems
Glacial systems and landscapes
Ecosystems under stress

The Human Environment (example modules)
Global Systems and global governance
Contemporary urban environments
Populations and the environment
Resource security

Course Requirements

Entry requirements will be considered on an
individual basis. 
Students will need to use basic numeracy skills and a
calculator and it is essential that they are able to
construct a coherent argument. Emphasis is placed
on encouraging students to develop their ability to
recognise, define, analyse and evaluate problems. 

Assessment Structure

EXAM BOARD: AQA 

GEOGRAPHY

For further information, please contact our Head of Geography, 

Mr Matt Plummer, matthew.plummer@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Career Pathway
Urban planning, 
Environmental consultancy
GIS analysis
International development 
Climate change research
Natural resource management and more!



Aims of the Course

Government and Politics deals with the machinery of
government as well as the global challenges and political
doctrines and ideas of the modern world. It is linked to
the economy as well as the business world and
determines the direction of the global world. 

The study of Government and Politics will allow the
student to develop their understanding of the global
world as well as develop their debating skills and question
and challenge established ideologies. 
 
Curriculum content

People and Politics
Governing the UK
Key Themes in Political Analysis
Extended Themes in Political Analysis

Course Requirements
Entry requirements will be considered in an individual
basis.
We strongly recommend a grade 6 in a humanity
subject.
Ability to develop interest in current affairs and keep
up-to-date with political and newsworthy stories. 
Ability to construct a coherent written argument and
analyse, evaluate political theories and perspectives.
This requires independent motivation. 

Assessment Structure

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON

GOVERNMENT 
AND POLITICS

For further information, please contact our Head of Government and Politics , 

Mrs Marialena Wellings, marialena.wellings@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Career Pathway
Journalism
The media
The civil service
Government management 
Accounting
Business
Marketing and more!



Aims of the course

In a world that is now dominated by social media,
identifying ‘fake news’ is an essential like skill. History at A
level is a subject well placed to teach the skills of analysis
and judgement to help navigate the world in which we
currently live.

The History A level qualification increases your powers of
argument, whilst also developing your ability to state and
support a point of view coherently and convincingly. 

History is now widely acknowledged as providing
students with transferable skills, not only useful for an
understanding of the world today, but also essential for
many areas in the job market.

Curriculum Content
In search of the American Dream: the USA, 1917–96;

The changing political environment, 1917-80
The quest for civil rights, 1917-80
Society and culture in change, 1917-80
The changing quality of life, 1917-80
What impact did the Reagan presidency (1981–89)
have on the USA in the years 1981–96?

India, c1914–48: the road to independence;
The First World War and its impact on British India,
1914–20
Changing political relationships, 1920–30
Consultation and confrontation, 1930–42
The road to independence, 1942–48

Course Requirements
 Grade 6 in History at GCSE level.

Assessment Structure

EXAM BOARD: PEARSON

HISTORY

For further information, please contact our Head of History, 

Mrs Zoe White, zoe.white@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Career Pathway
Media
Film 
Journalism 
Law 
Teaching 
Policing 
Heritage sector 
Archaeology 
Museums
Galleries
Archivist 
Local government 
Civil service
Politics 
Creative writing



MATHEMATICS
EXAM BOARD: PEARSON

Aims of the Course

Mathematics is a versatile qualification, well respected by
employers and is a ‘facilitating’ subject for entry to higher
education. The skills students learn are of great benefit in other
A level subjects such as Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Computer
Science, Geography, Psychology, Economics and Business
Studies.

A level Mathematics is an interesting and challenging course
which extends the pure methods learned at GCSE and includes
optional applications of mathematics such as Statistics,
Mechanics and Decision Mathematics.

Through problem solving students develop resilience and are
able to think creatively and strategically. The writing of
structured solutions, proof and justification of results, help to
formulate reasoned arguments alongside excellent numeracy
skills and the ability to process and interpret data.  

Curriculum Content
Mathematical argument, language and proof
Mathematical problem solving
Mathematical modelling

Course Requirements
Grade 7 in GCSE Mathematics 

Career Pathway
Engineering
Finance and Banking
Computer Science
Actuarial Science
Teaching
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For further information, please contact our Head of Mathematics, 

Mr Ato Hammond, ato.hammond@quintonhouseschool.co.uk

Assessment Structure:



MODERN LANGUAGES:
FRENCH OR GERMAN
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims of the Course

Modern Language studies encourage understanding of
the written and spoken target language from a variety of
registers. Students will communicate confidently, clearly
and effectively for a range of purposes. They will develop
awareness and understanding of cultural background,
contemporary society and heritage of the countries where
the language is spoken. 

Curriculum Content

Social issues and trends
Political and artistic culture
Grammar

Course Requirements

Grade 6 at GCSE in the language you wish to study.
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For further information, please contact our Head of Modern Languages, 

Ms Helen Weir, helen.weir@quintonhouseschool.co.uk

Assessment Structure
 The same applies for both French or German studies.

Career Pathway
Diplomatic Service officer
International aid/ development worker
Interpreter
Translator
Broadcast journalist
Marketing executive
Law
Education
Politics



Aims of the Course

Studying Photography will help students to develop lots
of transferable skills. Photography is an exciting subject
that offers students the potential to develop their ideas
using a range of traditional and contemporary
photographic processes and techniques. The course
covers a range of topics and develops work to a chosen
theme. Students will plan photoshoots and develop
personal photographic work.  

Curriculum Content

Students will initially undertake a foundation course
to experience a range of materials, processes and
techniques. 
This will be followed by a year long sustained
Personal investigation into a study of their choice
accompanied by a 3000 word essay. 
Students will be expected to research artists, visit
galleries and museums and spend a minimum of 5
hours per week in addition to lesson time. Students
will experiment and develop their personal ideas,
towards creating a final body of work.
Work of contemporary and historical photographers.
How to use a DSLR camera as well as less complex
cameras. 
Digital editing techniques using programs such as
Photoshop and Photopea. 
Use of our professional lighting facilities to take high
quality photographs. 

Course Requirements

Minimum of a grade 6 at GCSE or a strong portfolio of
work. 
A grade 6 in English due to in-depth written analysis
and essay writing
 A strong commitment - To research and work
independently is vital.

 

EXAM BOARD: AQA

PHOTOGRAPHY

Assessment Structure
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For further information, please contact our Head of Art & Photography, 

Mrs Bonnie White, bonnie.white@quintonhouseschool.co.uk

Career Pathway
Product photographer
Fine art photographer
Fashion photographer
Architectural photographer
Travel photographer
Advertising photographer
Pet photographer
Sports photographer
Aerial photographer
Documentary photographer
Commercial/industrial photographer
Food photographer
Wildlife photographer
Portrait photographer
Commercial photographer
Scientific photographer
Photojournalist
Freelance photographer
Photo editor
Wedding photographer



EXAM BOARD: AQA
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
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Aims of the Course 

Sport plays a multi-faceted role for a student in today’s ever-
changing world. By choosing A Level Physical Education,
students will receive a well-rounded introduction to the world of
sport and sport science through a combination of physical
performance and academic challenges, offering them diverse
career prospects.

Course Curriculum
 Applied anatomy and physiology
Skill acquisition
Sport and society
Exercise physiology
Biomechanical movement
Sport psychology
Sport and society and the role of technology in physical
activity and sport

Entry Requirements
Students do not have to have studied Physical Education at
GCSE but a grade 6 in this or GCSE Biology would be
advantageous.
Students who are considering A Level Physical Education
might be interested in studying A level Biology and/or A level
Psychology to compliment the scheme of work and skills
acquired.
Students must also be committed to continuing with or
developing skills in one sport as a performer or coach

Career Pathway
Coaching
Performance Analysis
Sports Science
Sports Psychology
Medical
Technology
Media

For further information, please contact our Head of PE, 

Mrs Charley Power, charley.power@quintonhouseschool.co.uk

Assessment Structure



PHYSICS
EXAM BOARD: AQA

Aims of the Course

In ancient Greek the word Physics means “knowledge of
nature” and is regarded as the most fundamental of the
physical sciences. Physicists seek to describe and explain
the material world around us by referring to the
properties of matter and energy. 

It is an intellectually challenging and stimulating subject
that covers diverse areas including mechanics, heat, light
and the electromagnetic spectrum, waves, the structure
of the atom, electricity and magnetism.

Physics students are numerate problem solvers with the
skills to analyse data, identify patterns, then apply logical
and critical thinking to a wide range of theoretical and
practical questions. 

Curriculum Content (example modules)
Measurements and their errors
Particles and radiation
Waves
Mechanics and materials
Electricity
Further mechanics and thermal physics
Fields and their consequences
Nuclear physics

Course Requirements
Grade 7 in GCSE Combined Science Double Award or
GCSE Physics and Chemistry in Single Science.

It is recommended that students taking A-Level Physics
also consider taking A-level Mathematics as they have
many similarities which will support students in their
studies.

For further information, please contact our Head of Science, 

Mrs Priya Panesar, priya.panesar@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Assessment Structure

Career Pathway
Physics open doors to some of the most exciting, cutting edge
rewarding jobs in the following areas: 

Cancer treatment 
Climate change 
Gaming 
Robotics 
Artificial intelligence



Assessment StructureAims of the Course

Psychology is the science of human nature and
experience. It is the study of the human mind, its
processes and its effect on behaviour. 

In psychology, experiments are carried out to find out the
cause of human behaviour. During a typical psychology
class, you will be given a theory, examine the evidence
which supports or contradicts the theory, and then
evaluate both the theory and the evidence to come to a
conclusion. 

The birth of psychology is often traced back to 1879 when
Wilhelm Wundt set up the first psychology laboratory in
Germany. Since then, psychology has grown, however,
unlike other sciences, there is still a great deal of things
that are unknown. The more we learn about the brain and
behaviour, the more we realise we don’t know! This is why
in psychology there are often many competing theories to
explain the same thing. Part of the job as budding
psychologists is to compare these theories, look for
evidence, and come to their own conclusions.

Curriculum content 
Memory 
Social influence
Attachment 
Psychopathology 
Approaches 
Biopsychology 
Research methods, Issues and debates
 Schizophrenia
Relationships 
Addiction.

Course Requirements
Grade 6 in GCSE English, Mathematics and Science

EXAM BOARD: AQA

PSYCHOLOGY

For further information, please contact our Head of Psychology

Mrs Harveen Strivens, harveen.strivens@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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Career pathway
Psychologist
Medicine 
Law
Marketing/ Advertising
Biochemical roles
Human Resources
Childcare/ Youthwork
Creative arts
Physiotherapy
Sports Management and many more!



Extended Project Qualification

All students are offered the option of taking an Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) towards the
end of their Lower Sixth year. The EPQ is a stand-alone research-based qualification is
equivalent to half the UCAS points of an A Level, with all grades, including A*, are available to
candidates.

This qualification is highly valued by universities. For success, students will need a genuine
desire to research a topic of your choice and to do this independently. EPQ projects develop
students’ advanced study skills such as critical analysis, independent working, research,
presentation and project management.

Students on the EPQ course will have a supervisor to monitor their progress, but ultimately the
course is suited to those with individual motivation for independent learning and study.
 
The following extract is taken from the AQA specification:
By taking responsibility for the choice, design and decision making of an individual project (or
an individual role in a group project) students:

become more critical, reflective and independent learners
develop and apply decision-making and problem-solving skills
increase their planning, research, analysis, synthesis, evaluation and presentation skills
learn to apply technologies confidently
demonstrate creativity, initiative and enterprise.

Undertaking an EPQ can also deliver other benefits for students and schools, such as:

improved A Level performance for students taking EPQ
boosting student recruitment by making your curriculum more attractive
increasing student motivation by allowing them to study topics of personal interest
enabling students to apply their new skills to other areas of study.

EXAM BOARD: AQA

EPQ

For further information, please contact  Mr Chris George

 christopher.george@quintonhouseschool.co.uk
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At time of print all information is correct. 


